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What is  Reporting, Any w ay ?



Is  reporting fun?



Ruby Quiz  # 17 : To  Exce l

'... I urge y ou to at leas t dow nload this  
report and peek ins ide. It's  a tragic 
example of database output gone 
w rong.'  
                                                                 
          - JEG2

' Sorry  for sending in a quiz  that 
"looked too much like real w ork". 
I promise, w e're back to fun and 
games  tomorrow ...'

- JEG2



Without external m otiv ation,
w riting reporting s o ftw are  

s im ply  SUCKS.



Program s  like  GSoC prov ide  
m otiv ation and res ources  

neces s ary  to  m ake

 'stuff tha t  look s too m uch lik e  w ork '

 com e toge ther.



But w hy  is  Ruport im portant?



Reporting is  a MASSIVE dom ain. 



Ruby  Reports  is  the  only  
activ e  generaliz ed reporting 

project in Ruby .



Ruby  has  
the  raw  materials

PDF::Writer           Ruby DBI              Activ eRecord

           Fas terCSV               RedCloth        XML::Builder

Scruffy            Gruff           Standard Library

          Mechanize          Markaby            Sparklines     



Databas e  InteractionDatabas e  Interaction

Via Ruby DBI



CSV Generation

Via Fas terCSV



HTML Generation

Via XML Builder



Em ail Creation and De liv ery

Via MailFactory  +
Net::SMTP



The real problem
is  integration









What are  the
core  concepts  o f 

reporting?



Fetch in g



Mu n gin g



Presen t in g



Prod u cin g



The Goal:

Prov ide  a s y s tem  that cov ers  
the  core  concepts  o f 

reporting w hile  m eeting our 
unique  needs  as  Ruby is ts



The  NeedsThe  Needs



(1 )

The ability  to  play  nice  
w ith others



acts _as _reportable



Allow  Activ eRecord
to  be  us ed as  a data 
s ource  for Ruport









Allow  Rails  us ers  to  
lev erage  Ruport in the ir 

Rails  applications .



Rails  to Excel -  QuirkeyBlog



Using acts_as_reportable 
and  Ruport  0.5.x



(2 )

Acces s  to  the  
s harpes t kniv es  in 

the  draw er



The  need for 
extens ion is  

inev itable



A Unique
Formatting Sy s tem



Engines  cov er concepts  and proces s es



Plu gin s  cover  p resen tat ion



You get a s im ple  interface  for free!



(3 )

A w ay  to  keep 
things  DRY





Write  as  little  code  as  pos s ible



Reus e  proces s es  w henev er pos s ible



DEMO



Concrete  products  o f thes e  needs
produced during GSoC

➔ acts _as _reportable  prov ides  hooks  into  Ruport
➔ from  Activ eRecord and Rails .

➔ A pow erful form atting s y s tem  w as  dev e loped, 
➔ allow ing people  to  extend Ruport for the ir ow n needs .

➔ A Sim ple  DSL for producing Reports  prov ided a DRY
➔ w ay  to  generate  and de liv er reports  as  needed. 

➔ Datas tructures  tailored for tabular reporting prov ided a s o lid bas e
➔ for m anipulations  in Ruport.

➔ Com m unity  contributions  for creating SVG Graphs  and PDF Inv oices



rup ort .in fogam i.com

QUESTIONS?


